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When I started at the Meredith 

Public Library in January of 2008, 

technology was already a large 

part of librarianship.  Expensive 

reference books which were once a 

mainstay of any library were be-

coming obsolete as librarians and 

their patrons could find answers 

online.  We joined the NH State 

Library Downlodable Consortium 

which allowed our patrons to 

download audio books from home.  

A couple of years later ebooks also 

became available for checkout.  

We knew big changes were com-

ing, but how is in-house library 

circulation fairing in an increas-

ingly digital age?  What do we tell 

the naysayers who ask, “do you 

really think libraries are still im-

portant to the community?”  The 

answer may surprise you.  

In 2008 we circulated 84,553 

items.  In 2013, 87,634. Our circu-

lation is up 4% since the first year 

I started.  Excellent news! Howev-

er, the types of items that circu-

late have changed.  For example, 

in 2008 DVDs, audio books and 

CDs only accounted for about 1/4 

of our circulation. Now they make 

up about 1/3 of it.  Downloadable 

audio book and ebook circulations 
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“Hope 

Smiles from the threshold of 

the year to come,  

Whispering 'it will be happi-

er'...” ~ Alfred Tennyson  

in 2008 were far less than 1%.  

Now they account for 7% of our 

total circulation. 

Adult print fiction usage is down 

3% since 2008 and adult print non

-fiction is down 2%, but we still 

circulated nearly 17,000 adult fic-

tion and 4,741 adult non-fiction 

books in print this year. That is 

25% of our total circulation.  Au-

dio book and juvenile DVD usage 

have doubled and books for chil-

dren are up 13% since 2008. 

Formats that don’t seem as popu-

lar now as in 2008 are music CDs 

(down 64% for adult, but up 10% 

for children), magazines (down 

6%) and paperbacks (down 47%). 

Most of this is due to the availa-

bility of music, magazines and 

“cheap paperbacks” online.  Many 

ebook paperbacks can be purchas-

es for about $3.00.  In addition, 

they can be downloaded for free 

through the state site with your 

library card.  Most popular maga-

zines can be accessed for free with 

your library card as well, includ-

ing back issues. 

The types of services we offer to 

our patrons has changed as well.                  

(continued on page 7) 

Are Print Books Still Popular? A look back at the Past Six 

Years at the Meredith Public Library 
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From the Clock Tower 
News from the Children’s Room 

January 2014 

ANIMALS & ME on Wednesdays from 9:45 to 
10:45 and 1:00 to 2:00 Ages 3 to 5 * We have 
been learning about wildlife in New Hampshire 
this past year. Recently one of our young pa-
trons asked about panda bears. So, this Janu-
ary we will step out of our state of N.H. and 
learn about other animals from other coun-

tries. Let’s visit the world! 

We will read a story or two, receive a fact 
sheet on the animal and then get “crafty” with 
a project. Snacks Served. 

 

Scarf Saturday Make & TakeScarf Saturday Make & TakeScarf Saturday Make & TakeScarf Saturday Make & Take    

Would you like a scarf? Stop by the chil-
dren’s room between 10:00 and 1:00 on 
January 11 and receive a scarf (while they 
last). Get creative and decorate your new 

scarf with buttons and bits of fabric. 

Your new scarf will keep you warm! 

Snack for kids * Coffee for grown-ups 

 

 

LEGO CLUB * Thursday, Jan. 2, 16, & 30 from 

3:30 to 4:30 * All ages welcomed! 

Coming in February * Valentine Cookie & 

Card Decorating * This will be a drop-in 

event on Fri. Feb. 14 ( no School that day) 

visit us anytime between 2:00 & 

4:00. All ages are invited, teens & 

tweens too! 

TOT TIME READING CIRCLE 

Fridays from 9:30 to 10:30 
then again from 11:00 to 
12:00 * ages 0 to 3  Join Miss 

Karen in the function room for 

a story, songs, and beautiful 

artwork created by you. Read-

ing aloud is a wonderful way 

for grown-ups and toddlers to 

play. All of these small mo-

ments of active listening and looking help 

make reading book’s together a playful 

experience. These early experiences set 

the stage for learning letters, recognizing 

words, and eventually learning to read. 

We will be learning our ABC’s this year.  

*Snacks Served* 

*CABIN FEVER RELIEVER* 

Thursday morning, January 23 from  

10:00 to 11:00 

Everyone at your house is tired of look-
ing at the four walls. So, lets have a play date, put 
your winter gear on and meet your friends at the li-
brary. Coffee will be on, snacks provided for the little 
ones and you can spend the morning chatting to your 
friends while the kids play with their friends.  

The toys will be out, along with crayons, markers, 
and watercolor. While you’re here make a beautiful 
pinwheel to hang in your home. 

We will meet in the function room! 

 



 

 

 

 

Mystery Book Group 

Thursday,  

January 9  

10:30-12:00PM  

Please join us for this fun and laid back 
book group.  This month we read to 
books. Choose one or both.    

 

Plum Lovin'  

by Janet Evanovich   

From #1 blockbuster 

bestselling author 

Janet Evanovich 

comes a Stephanie 

Plum novel that 

takes adventure, ac-

tion, suspense (and 

maybe even true 

love?) to new heights. 

 

Mysterious men have a way of 

showing up in Stephanie Plum's 

apartment. When the shadowy 

Diesel appears, he has a task for 

Stephanie--and he's not taking no 

for an answer. Annie Hart is a 

"relationship expert" who is want-

ed for armed robbery and assault 

with a deadly weapon. Stephanie 

needs to find her, fast. Diesel 

knows where she is.  

 

At Risk by Patricia Cornwell 

A Massachusetts state investiga-

tor is called home from Knoxville, 

Tennessee, where he is completing 

a course at the National Fo-

rensic Academy. His boss, the 

district attorney, attractive 

but hard-charging, is planning 

to run for governor, and as a 

showcase she's planning to 

use a new crime initiative 

called At Risk; its motto: "Any 

crime, any time." In particu-

lar, she's been looking for a 

way to employ cutting-edge 

DNA technology, and she 

thinks she's found the perfect 

subject in an unsolved twenty-

year-old murder—in Tennes-

see. If her office solves the 

case, it ought to make them 

all look pretty good, right? 

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
THE MAIN DESK 
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Brown Bag  

Book Group 

Thursday,  

January 30 

Noon 

Mr.  

Penumbra’s 

24-Hour 

Bookstore by Robin Sloan 

Feel free to bring your lunch. 

Dessert and beverages served. 

Pick up your copy at the main 

desk. 

A Winner of the Alex Award, 

a finalist for the Los Angeles 

Times Book Prize for First Fic-

tion, named a Best Book of the 

Year by NPR, Los Angeles 

Times, and San Francisco 

Chronicle.  The Great Reces-

sion has shuffled Clay Jannon 

away from life as a San Fran-

cisco web-design drone and in-

to the aisles of Mr. Penumbra’s 

24-Hour Bookstore. But after a 

few days on the job, Clay dis-

covers that the store is more 

curious than either its name or 

its gnomic owner might sug-

gest. The customers are few, 

and they never seem to buy 

anything—instead, they “check 

out” large, obscure volumes 

from strange corners of the 

store. Suspicious, Clay engi-

neers an analysis of the clien-

tele’s behavior, seeking help 

from his variously talented 

friends. But when they bring 

their findings to Mr. Penum-

bra, they discover the 

bookstore’s secrets extend far 

beyond its walls.  

Book Groups 
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The View From The Balcony 
Goings-on for Teens/Tweens, Ages 10-18 

Movie Night 

Tues, January 28th @ 5pm 

“The Smurfs 2” 

 

 

 

The Smurfs are back, and now they’ve 

teamed up with their  human friends to 

rescue  Smurfette, who has been  

kidnapped by Gargamel! 

Schedule 

1/1 - Library Closed 

1/2 @ 3:30 - Lego Time! 

1/7 @ 5 - TAB 

1/8 @ 4 - TTBC 

1/15 @ 3:30 - Comics Club 

1/15 @ 5 - Young Writers 

1/16 @ 3:30 - Lego Time! 

1/21 @ 5 - TAB 

1/22 @ 3:30 - Crafternoon 

1/24 - No School 

1/28 @ 5 - Movie Night 

1/29 @ 3:30 - Comics Club 

1/29 @ 5 - Young Writers 

1/30 @ 3:30 - Lego Time! 

Teen/Tween Book Club           Age 10-18 

On 8th January we’ll be discussing The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd. 

Books are available now! 

“Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. He turns and waves and the 

pod rises from the ground. The pod lands and the doors open. People exit in all shapes and sizes – 

but where is Salim?”  

And in February we’ll be reading The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee 

Stewart. Books will be available at the January meeting. 

“At the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, the only rule is - there are no rules. Welcome to 

the Mysterious Benedict Society.” 

For more info, contact John Locke at 603-279-4303, John@meredithlibrary.org, or visit Meredithlibrary.org. 

Young Writers Group            Ages 10-18     

Writers wanted! Are you a teen or tween who walks around with a notebook full of 

stories, doodles, or poems? Is your head full of faraway lands, mighty heroes, or 

dastardly villains? Or do you just like hanging out with other creative people, play-

ing creative games, and learning all about the craft of writing? Well then you 

should stop by the Young Writers Group here at the MPL every other Wednesday 

from 5:00-6:00pm. If you have a story you’re working on, this is a great place to get 

feedback from your peers and the Youth Services Librarian (who also happens to 

be a published writer himself!) Or if you need someplace to get over your writers 

block, we do a bunch  activities to get your creative juices flowing! Check us out, 

it’s a lot of fun! 

Crafternoon     Ages 10-18 

Want to create something adorable using recycled materials and your own two 

hands? Then come to January's Crafternoon and try 

your hand at making a penguin from old plastic bot-

tles!  We're going to be trying out a new recycle craft 

every month, so keep an eye out for each month's new 

program! And if you're super crafty and want to help 

run a craft, or have a good idea for a craft, contact 

Youth Librarian John Locke to get involved!  

The Meredith Public Library is more than just a building full of books and 

movies, it’s also a place where creative people come for inspiration, infor-

mation, and to meet with other people who share their passions. Whether you 

like to write, draw, or create other kinds of art, always remember that the 

MPL is your friend! 
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Tue 

Wed Thu Fri      Sat 

 1 
 

LIBRARY 

CLOSED FOR 

NEW YEARS 

DAY 

2 
Knotty Knitters  

10A-12PM 

 

Lego Time 

3:30-4:30PM 

 

3 
 

Tot Time 
 

9:30-10:30AM 

& 11AM-12PM 

4 
 

7 

Genealogy Club 

4-5 PM 
 

TAB Mtg. 

5-6 PM 

8 
Animals & Me 

9:45-10:45AM & 

1-2PM 

TTBC  4-5PM 

9 

Knotty Knitters 

10AM-12PM 

Writers 6:30PM 

Mystery Book 

Group 

10:30AM-12PM 

10 

Tot Time 
 

9:30-10:30AM 

& 11AM-12PM 

11 

Scarf  
Saturday 

Make & Take 

10A-1PM 

14 

 
Computer Club 

10-11AM 

 

Trustees Mtg. 

6-7:30PM 

15 
Animals & Me 

9:45-10:45AM & 

1-2PM 

Comics Club 

3:30-4:30PM 

Young Writers Group 

5-6 PM 

 

16 
Knotty Knitters 

10AM-12:00PM 

Lego Time 

3:30-4:30PM 

ACA Workshop 

6-7:30PM 

17 

Tot Time 
 

9:30-10:30AM 

& 11AM-12PM 

 

18 

 

 

21 

 

TAB 
 

5-6 PM 

22 
Animals & Me 

9:45-10:45AM & 

1-2PM 

Teen/Tween  
Crafternoon 

3:30-4:30PM 

23 

Cabin Fever  
Reliever 

10-11AM 

Knotty Knitters 

10AM-12:00PM 

24 

Tot Time 
 

9:30-10:30AM 

& 11AM-12PM 

25 
 

 

28 
 

Movie Night 
 

5-6:45PM 

29 
Animals & Me 

9:45-10:45AM & 

1-2PM 

Friends 3PM 

Comics Club 

3:30-4:30PM 

Young Writers Group 

5-6 PM 

30 
Knotty Knitters 

10AM-12:00PM 

Brown Bag Book 

Group 

12-1PM 

Lego Time 

3:30-4:30PM 

31 
 

Tot Time 
 

9:30-10:30AM 

& 11AM-12PM 

 

January 2014 
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New Adult Items 

(ask for the full list at the desk) 

Fiction 

Bates-Chilled to the bone 

Black-The price of  

innocence 

Brockway-No place for a 

dame 

Bruns-Reel stuff 

Clancy-Command  

authority 

Day-Spellbound 

Higgins-The death trade 

Kelly-The funeral owl 

Koontz-Innocence 

Michaels-Forget me not 

Miller-Murder &  

Moonshine 

Muller-The spook lights 

affair 

Robards-Hunted 

Ryan-The wrong girl 

Turtledove-Supervolcano 

 

 

Biographies 

Eaton-Making Masterpiece 

 

 

 

Nonfiction 

Carnarvon-Lady Almina 

and the real Downton  

Abbey 

Crocker-Betty Crocker 

Christmas Cookies 

Drichta-The essential 

homebirth guide 

Drummond-The pioneer  

Woman cooks 

Dubler-Down in the chapel 

Landers-Divorce 

Nicole-Yoga for beginners 

Smith-Art Smith’s healthy 

comfort 

Large Print 

Goodwin-The bully pulpit 

Ronstadt-Simple dreams 

Cornwell-Dust 

George-Just one evil act 

DVDs-movies 

An American in Paris 

Dark shadows 

Diabolique 

Eye of the beholder 

The last stand 

On the town 

The rainmaker 

Red 2 

The sting 

The wolverine 

DVDs-Series (Season) 

Doc Martin(1) 

Justified(1) 

Kavanagh QC(6) 

CD Audio Books 

Crystal-Still Foolin’ ‘em 

Baldacci-King & Maxwell 

Clancy-Command  

Authority 

Cornwell-Dust 

Cussler-Mirage 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Today’s library user is very interested in 

technology.  We offer one-on-one technolo-

gy training which can be booked in ad-

vance for 30-minute or one-hour time 

slots.  There is a monthly computer club.  

We also answer questions about devices, 

searching the Internet and help with our 

eight public PCs from the front desk.  To-

day’s librarian needs to be technology-

savvy. 

We have expanded our adult, teen and 

children’s offerings over the past six years.  

Genealogy Club, two book groups, a writ-

er’s group and knitting group are offered 

weekly and/or monthly.  In addition we 

host six humanities programs per year , 

workshops and lectures for adults.  Teens 

now have their own Advisory Board (TAB) 

which assist with decorating the teen 

space, developing the collection and devis-

ing workshops for that age group, as well 

as book groups, clubs and after-school 

workshops.  Our children’s programs are 

extremely busy from Tot Time, Animals 

and Me, Bedtime Stories, and many after-

school and Saturday workshops are pro-

vided.  Summer Reading is also very popu-

lar with every age group invited to partici-

pate in reading for prizes and special 

events. 

Much of our ability to provide extra ser-

vices is thanks to our amazing Friends of 

the Library.  Started again in 2008 after a 

many years of dormancy, this group has 

raised funds through Membership drives, 

an annual 5K, book sales and online book 

sales.  They sponsor many of our activities 

at the library, museum passes, Ances-

try.com and promotional items such as 

book bags, bookmarks and library card 

holders.  We would be lost without them 

and appreciate their tremendous support! 

 

In the near future we are looking to rear-

range our space to better suit our current pa-

trons.  Though non-fiction only accounts for 

5% of our total circulation it takes up an en-

tire room.  We are looking to greatly reduce 

our non-fiction collection, removing books 

which are out-of-date or no longer being used.  

We hope to rearrange the library, though how 

we will do it is still being discussed.  One of 

our goals is to move the Children’s Room out 

of the top floor and to create a dedicated area 

for teens.  We also want more comfortable 

seating areas for those who wish to come in 

and read or use their portable devices.   

There is also a Master Plan Committee work-

ing on the plan for the future of the library 

looking ahead ten to fifteen years.  Keep an 

eye out for surveys and meetings where the 

public will be asked to come to discuss the fu-

ture of the library.  We hope to have this plan 

in place by the end of 2014. 

In closing, I wish to thank the Trustees, Staff 

and Patrons of the Meredith Public Library 

for making the library one of the most valua-

ble assets in the community.  People who vis-

it us for the first time are highly complimen-

tary of our building, staff and collection.  Our 

long time library patrons continue to offer 

their support through frequent visits, gener-

ous donations and warm words of thanks.  

Our trustees encourage most of the plans and 

ideas of the library staff, which allows us to 

keep library services and collections so di-

verse.   

Do we really think libraries are still im-

portant to the community?  Increased circula-

tion, popular workshops and lectures, and 

frequent visits by our library patrons indicate 

that the Meredith Public Library is just as 

vital now as it was when it began in 1882.  

We look forward to 2082! 

~Erin Apostolos, Library Director 

A Look Back at the Past Six Years 



Library Mission Statement 

 

The Meredith Public Library’s mission is to be the 

educational, inspirational and cultural heart of Mer-

edith now and in the future. Through exceptional 

staff, a broad range of materials and a supportive 

community, the library provides innovative service to 

meet the needs of the 21st century patron.  

PO BOX 808 

91 MAIN STREET 

MEREDITH, NH  03253 

MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Phone: 603-279-4303 

Fax: 603-279-5352 

E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org 

We’re on the Web! 

www.meredithlibrary.org 

Library Hours 

Sunday and Monday-Closed 

Tuesday-Thursday-9:00am-8:00pm 

Friday-9:00am-5:00pm 

Saturday-9:00am-2:00pm 

Are You Talented? 

Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking 

or model train building you’d be willing to share with oth-

ers at the library?  Are you an artist looking for a place to 

display your work?  If so please contact the library.  If dis-

playing artwork please ask for Lorraine Martin.  If you 

would like to present a program at the library please  

contact Erin Apostolos. 

Tuesday, January 14, 

10:00AM 

 

Monthly meeting of the Mer-

edith Library Computer 

Club. A topic is presented 

each month with plenty of 

time for questions. All are 

welcome.  

 

Quilt Display 

“Rosy-Glow Quilt” 

This quilt is owned by Joan  

Colonna, a CVQG Member.  It 

was machine–pieced in “double 

pinks” by Stephanie Drake of 

Lakeport and long arm quilted, 

in each individual block, by Ju-

lie Crossland. 

CVQG meets on the 1st & 3rd 

Weds. Meetings are from 1:30-

4:00 at the safety building, RT 

25, Moultonboro, NH. Visitors 

are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, January 7, 4:00PM 

What can DNA tell you about 

your ancestors? In addition to 

traditional Y-DNA and mtDNA 

tests, which explore the pater-

nal and maternal lines, new 

autosomal DNA testing pro-

vides genealogists with an op-

portunity to explore the rest of 

their family tree. Third-party 

sites even provide tools that 

allow you to check for cousins 

who have tested their DNA, or 

test your genetic propensity for 

certain conditions, such as dia-

betes. In this hour-long webi-

nar, Blaine Bettinger, The 

Genetic Genealogist, will intro-

duce you to the world of DNA.  

Genealogy Club 

One-on-One Technology 

Training-Call the library to 

set up an appointment with 

Chris to assist you with your 

technology needs.  Don’t 

know how to use your new 

Kindle or iPad?  Did you get 

a confusing new laptop?  No 

problem! Chris can help you 

straighten this out!  Appoint-

ments book quickly, so call 

as soon as possible.  

Computer Club 


