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Meredith Library News
December 2013
Library Hours:
Tues-Thurs 9-8
Fridays 9-5
Saturdays 9-2
Sundays and
Mondays Closed

Youth Services with Mr. John
by Matthew Gunby
John Locke, known as Mr. John to
younger patrons, started less than
a year ago at the library but has
really been shaking things up. He
has helped to empower teens by
giving them a space to create, and
a voice to direct their future at the
library.

John has used feedback from
teens to expand the program from
traditional library programs such
as book clubs to a wide-range of
exciting activities designed for
“"The Grinch's small their age group. One of these adheart grew three sizes ditions is a comic club that like
that day."
the book club meets every other
~Dr. Seuss
week. One of the strengths of this
comic club is that the club chooses
what it is going to read, most recently a Star Wars comic. John
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also puts fliers for the event up at
Shield Comics and lets the atten1
Mr. John
dees know about Shield Comics.
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This collaboration between a local
MPL Children’s Room
business helps promote both insti3
Book Groups, Friends
tutions. There is also a movie
7
Mr. John
night every two weeks, open to all,
4
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but often focusing on a teen audi5
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ence. Two of the most recent
films were Beautiful Creatures,
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New Items
adapted from a young adult novel,
8
Computer Club
and Iron Man 3, adapted from a
comic series. There is also a Lego
8
Displays, Genealogy

time once every two weeks that
gives a slightly younger audience
the opportunity to build with their
peers.
Over the summer there was a
reading program that met weekly.
There has also been some effective
one time programs. There was a
youth event around Banned Books
Week. The most heavily attended
event thus far was Wildlife Encounters, a collaboration between
the local parks and recreation services, and Community Center that
saw over 130 attendees. Creating
interactive cartoons and adventure
stories with artist Eric Fulford also
saw over twenty attendees.
The creation of a Teen Advisory
Board (TAB) can be incredibly
valuable in providing a sense of
ownership to the teen community.
The board helps promote volunteer
efforts. Recently, a group of teens
helped at a pumpkin carving event
for younger children. They also
are central to the decoration of the
teen space. Finally, they write reviews on books and other media
that is available on the MPL website alongside librarian reviews.
Continued on Page 7
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From the Clock Tower
News from the Children’s Room

ANIMALS & ME on Wednesdays
from 9:45 to 10:45 and 1:00 to
2:00 Ages 3 to 5 * Learn about
wildlife in New Hampshire! We
will read a story or two involving
our animal of the week, receive a
fact sheet on the animal and get “crafty” with a
project. This December we will learn about
wolves, cardinals and chipmunks. No sign-up required * Snacks served * No Animals & Me ,
Dec. 25 & Jan. 1

***Meet Mrs. Claus ***
Visit us Friday morning December 13
for an extra “special” tot time. The holidays are coming and Mrs. Claus needs to
find the perfect gift for Santa. While
Mrs. Claus is in town she is going to visit
us right here at our library and read a
magical holiday story to you.
Mrs. Claus will be here for the 9:30 and
11:00 story time. Make an ornament for
your tree and enjoy hot chocolate and
Christmas cookies.

TOT TIME READING CIRCLE
Fridays from 9:30 to 10:30 then
again from 11:00 to 12:00 * ages
0 to 3 Join Miss Karen in the

function room for a story, songs,
and beautiful artwork created
by you. Reading aloud is a wonderful way for grown-ups and
toddlers to play. All of these
small moments of active listening and looking
help make reading book’s together a playful
experience. These early experiences set the
stage for learning letters, recognizing
words, and eventually learning to read. We
will be learning our ABC’s this year. Snacks
served.
TWILIGHT TALES
Tuesday Evening December 17
from 6:30 to 7:30
Wear your jammies, bring your
teddy and listen to Miss Karen as she reads to
you. This is the story of (on-ya), both brave
and kind, who sets out on an adventure to
make her dream of helping Santa Claus come
true. Who will help her?
All the animals she meets, from a bright cardinal to a strong horse to a gentle polar bear.
We meet in the children’s room * Sign-up required * Story is geared for ages 3 to 7 * Craft
and snack

LEGO CLUB * Thursday, Dec. 5 & 19 from 3:30 to
4:30 * All ages welcomed!

CHILLY SATURDAY MAKE & TAKE
Stop by the children’s room today, Dec. 28 between
10:00 & 1:00 and create a “Happy New Year “ banner.
Snack for kids! Coffee for grown-ups!
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Book Groups
Brown Bag
Book
Group

Mystery Book
Group
Thursday,
December 12
10:30-12:00PM
Christmas at
the Mysterious
Bookshop

Please join us for this fun and laid back
book group. Each year, for the past
seventeen years, Mysterious Bookshop
proprietor Otto Penzler has commissioned an original Christmas story by a
leading suspense writer. These stories
were then produced as pamphlets, just
1,000 copies, and given to customers of
the bookstore as a Christmas present.
Now, all seventeen tales have been collected in one volume, showcasing the
talents of: Charles Ardai • Lisa Atkinson, George Baxt • Lawrence Block,
Mary Higgins Clark • Thomas H. Cook,
Ron Goulart • Jeremiah Healy, Edward
D. Hoch • Rupert Holmes, Andrew Klavan • Michael Malone, Ed McBain •
Anne Perry • S. J. Rozan, Jonathan
Santlofer • Donald E. Westlake

Thursday,
December 5
Noon
Christmas
in Plains
by Jimmy
Carter
We will be meeting at the
Lakeside Deli, 2 Pleasant
Street. Order and pay for
your lunch, if desired, and
meet us upstairs.
In a beautifully rendered portrait, Jimmy Carter remembers the Christmas days of his
Plains boyhood -- the simplicity of family and community
gift-giving, his father's eggnog, the children's house decorations, the school Nativity
pageant, the fireworks, Luke's
story of the birth of Christ,
and the poignancy of his black
neighbors' poverty.
Later, away at Annapolis, he
always went home to Plains,
and during his Navy years,
when he and Rosalynn were
raising their young family,
they spent their Christmases
together re-creating for their
children the holiday festivities
of their youth.

Some of these stories are humorous,
others suspenseful, and still others are
tales of pure detection, but all of them
together make up a charming collection
and a perfect Christmas gift for all ages. Since the Carters returned
BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE home to Plains for good, they
MAIN DESK
have always been there on
Christmas Day, with only one
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exception in forty-eight years:
In 1980, with Americans held
hostage in Iran, Jimmy, Rosalynn, and Amy went by themselves to Camp David, where
they felt lonely. Amy suggested
that they invite the White
House staff and their families
to join them and to celebrate.
Nowadays the Carters' large
family is still together at
Christmastime.

Friends of the Library
On Saturday, December 7 from
10 AM to 12 noon, the Friends
of the Library will hold an
Open House in the main reading room. Have you ever wondered where the fire proof
vault is located in the Library?
You will have a chance to see
this, as well as the other features of this National Historic
Landmark. The Library Trustees will be conducting tours of
the Benjamin Smith Memorial
Library which opened in 1901.
Join the Friends of the Library
and the Trustees as we
celebrate the holidays and the
evolution of our unique and
continually evolving Meredith
Public Library.
The Friends of the Library will
hold their December meeting
at noon, in the community
room, following the Open
House.
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The View From The Balcony
Goings-on for Teens/Tweens, Ages 10-18

Schedule
12/4 @ 4pm - TTBC
12/4 @ 5pm - Young Writers
12/5 @ 3:30 - Lego Time!
12/10 @ 5 - TAB
12/11 @ 3:30 - Comics Club
12/17 @ 5pm - Movie Night
12/18 @ 3:30 - Holiday Crafternoon
12/18 @ 5pm - Young Writers
12/19 @ 3:30 - Lego Time!
12/20 @ 3:30 - TAB Secret Santa
Party
12/24 - Library Closes @ Noon
12/25 - Library Closed
12/31 - Library Closes @ 3pm

Movie Night

Holiday Crafternoon

Ages 10-18

Get in the holiday spirit by coming to the library on Wednesday, December 18th at 3:30pm and making a variety of
holiday ornaments! We'll make miniature books,
mustache trees, glittery balls, and more! We'll be
using a lot of recycled materials, and any ornaments that aren't taken home will be donated to
a good cause! These are a great gift idea!

TAB Secret Santa
The Teen Advisory Board will be holding their first annual TAB Secret
Santa this December! If you’re interested, please contact Mr. John by
11/26 to sign up. Names will be drawn and assigned at our meeting
on 11/26 at 5:00pm. The rules are simple: Don’t spend any money. At
the 12/10 TAB meeting we’ll give a small gift, along with a clue as to
who you are. And then at the TAB party on 12/20 we’ll give out the
gift and a second clue! The party will also include music, snacks, and
holiday cheer!

Young Writers Group
Due to the amazing response we had this month, the Young Writers
Group will become a regular program! So whether you’re writing a
novel, short stories, poetry, essays, or anything else, stop in to our
YWG meetings! This group is a great way to get support, criticism,
and helpful critiques from a group of peers with interests similar to
your own! In December we’ll be meeting on 12/4 and 12/18 from 5:006:00pm.

Teen/Tween Book Club

Age 10-18

On December 4th at 4:00pm we will be discussing Do You Know the
Monkey Man? by Dori Hillestad Butler.

Tues, December 17th @ 5pm

“Despicable Me 2”
Gru is recruited by the Anti-Villain
League to help deal with a powerful new super criminal.

Rated PG

“Dramatic, suspenseful, and sensitive, this is the story of one family's crisis unwittingly brought on by an adolescent girl's search for the truth.”

And in January we’ll be discussing The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd. Books will be available beginning at the December meeting.
“Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. He turns and
waves and the pod rises from the ground. The pod lands and the doors open.
People exit in all shapes and sizes – but where is Salim?”

For more information on any MPL Youth Services events, please contact John Locke at
603-279-4303, email him at John@meredithlibrary.org, or visit Meredithlibrary.org.
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December 2013
Wed

Tue

Thu

Fri
6

3

4

5

Genealogy Club
& Pot Luck
4-5 PM

Animals & Me
9:45-10:45AM &
1-2PM
TTBC
4-5PM
Young Writers Group
5-6:30PM

Knotty Knitters
10AM-12PM
Lego Time
3:30-4:30PM
Adult writer’s Group
6:30-7:30PM
Brown Bag Book Group
12-1PM

10
Computer Club
10-11AM
TAB Mtg.
5-6 PM
Trustees Mtg.
6-7:30PM

17

11
Animals & Me
9:45-10:45AM &
1-2PM

18
Movie Night
5-6:40PM
Twilight Tales
6:30-7:30PM

24

Animals & Me
9:45-10:45AM &
1-2PM
Teen/Tween Holiday
Crafternoon
3:30-4:30PM
Young Writers Group
5-6:30PM

25

12
Knotty Knitters
10AM-12PM
Mystery Book Group
10:30AM-12PM
Adult writer’s Group
6:30-7:30PM

19
Knotty Knitters
10AM-12:00PM
Lego Time
3:30-4:30PM
26

Tot Time
9:30-10:30AM
& 11AM-12PM

Sat
7
Friends Open
House &
Friends Meeting
10AM-1PM

13
Meet Mrs. Claus
at
Tot Time
9:30-10:30AM
& 11AM-12PM

14

20

21

Tot Time
9:30-10:30AM
& 11AM-12PM
TAB Secret
Santa Party
3:30-4:30PM

27

28
Tot Time

LIBRARY
CLOSES AT
NOON FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE
31
LIBRARY
CLOSES AT 3 PM
FOR NEW
YEAR’S EVE

LIBRARY
CLOSED FOR
CHRISTMAS

Knotty Knitters
10AM-12:00PM

9:30-10:30AM
& 11AM-12PM

Chilly Saturday
Make & Take
10AM-1PM
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New Adult Items
(ask for the full list at the desk)
Fiction

Nonfiction
DVDs-movies

Albom-The first phone call
from heaven

Bushkin-Johnny Carson
Cheney-Heart

After Earth

Andre-Kissing under the
mistletoe

Chin-Redwoods

Poseidon

Chopra-What are you hungry for?

World War Z

Baldacci-King & Maxwell
Cornwell-Dust
Finch-An old betrayal
Flagg-The all-girl filling
station’s last reunion
Mccall Smith-The minor
adjustment beauty salon

Dershowitz-Taking the
stand
Hylton-Vanished
Jackson-Slow getting up
Matthews-Tip & the Gipper
Millar-The ultimates

Mccullough-Sins of the
flesh

O’connor-A prayer journal

Perry-A Christmas hope

Oliver-Dog songs

Setterfield-Bellman &
Black

Large Print

Shreve-Stella bain

Gregory-Larkspur Road

Steel-Winners

Jones-Shirley Jones

Taylor-Fingal O’Reilly,
Irish doctor

Robinson-The wishing hill

Wiggs-Candlelight
Christmas
Biographies

CD Audio Books
Andrews-Ladies’ night

Eliot-Nicholson

Deaver-The October list

MacLaine-What if

Grisham-Sycamore row

Orr-Orr

Guthrie-House of earth

Patchett-This is the story
of a happy marriage

Penny-How the light gets
in

DVDs-Series (Season)
Spartacus(1)
Under the dome(1)
Roots (The complete
series)
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Mr. John
(Continued from page 1)

One of the challenges of serving younger
patrons is the number of ways that they
can spend their time. Many who participate in library activities are also on sports
teams or extracurricular school activities.
There are also an unprecedented number
of attractions available from home via television or the Internet. This creates many
challenges as to when to schedule events
and means that you have to accept that
some times there are going to be limited
participants. It also affects whether an
event is focused on a particular age group
or open to all. There are benefits to both,
but determining which is best has to be
considered.
Outreach is incredibly important in getting participation in the various programs
at MPL, and in serving the community.
John has visited Lakeland School and I-L
Elementary. John took part in this year's
Great Reads, incorporating his best Mark
Twain accent. He also reaches out to the
local paper and uses the library's social
media presence. He has recently been
hearing from many of his teens that they
appreciate the level of customization available through Tumblr. Can and should the
library have a presence there as well?
So what is the future of MPL's Youth Services? John mentioned a recent trend in
libraries is including maker-spaces and he
is researching whether this makes sense
for MPL and what form it might take.
Some of these are highly technical, including 3D printers, soldering kits, hardware,
and programming. Others can be more
craft-focused, creating comic books, sewing, or carpentry. Determining what the
youth community is interested in and
what sort of space is required to allow for

these activities will be a challenge, but it can
be an incredibly exciting one.
Another challenge is connecting library activities with education. John's background is
in English education, and while many of the
activities of the library are fun and exciting,
there is also a hope that many are instructional. John hopes that he will have the opportunity to work with the new school librarians at I-L High School (who has been there
for a year) and I-L Elementary (who is in her
first year in Meredith) in determining how to
add programming that supplements student
education.
One of John's goals is to create an unstructured space where teens and ‘tweens can
share their work and get regular feedback.
Social learning and feeling empowered are
both incredibly important at this developmental junction. The library is doing a great
deal and hopes to do a great deal more. Are
there other activities that the library can be
involved in and how can the community at
large help in these changes? Help MPL serve
Meredith's future generations by keeping an
open mind and sharing your ideas.

Mr. John as Mark Twain

We’re on the Web!
www.meredithlibrary.org

Library Mission Statement
MEREDITH PUBLIC LIBRARY
PO BOX 808
91 MAIN STREET
MEREDITH, NH 03253
Phone: 603-279-4303
Fax: 603-279-5352
E-mail: erin@meredithlibrary.org

Library Hours
Sunday and Monday-Closed
Tuesday-Thursday-9:00am-8:00pm
Friday-9:00am-5:00pm
Saturday-9:00am-2:00pm

The Meredith Public Library’s mission is to be the
educational, inspirational and cultural heart of
Meredith now and in the future. Through exceptional
staff, a broad range of materials and a supportive
community, the library provides innovative service to
meet the needs of the 21st century patron.

Are You Talented?
Do you have a special skill such as knitting, scrapbooking
or model train building you’d be willing to share with others at the library? Are you an artist looking for a place to
display your work? If so please contact the library. If displaying artwork please ask for Lorraine Martin. If you
would like to present a program at the library please
contact Erin Apostolos.

Quilt Display

Genealogy Club

Computer Club

“Rosy-Glow Quilt”

Tuesday, December 3,
4:00PM

Tuesday, December 10,
10:00AM

This quilt is owned by Joan
Colonna, a CVQG Member. It
was machine–pieced in “double
pinks” by Stephanie Drake of
Lakeport and long arm quilted,
in each individual block, by
Julie Crossland.
CVQG meets on the 1st & 3rd
Weds. Meetings are from 1:304:00 at the safety building, RT
25, Moultonboro, NH. Visitors
are welcome.

Please join us for our annual
Christmas Pot Luck! Bring in
your favorite covered dish or
dessert. We will supply beverages and paperware. Discuss
brickwalls, recent discoveries
and anything else you like. We
will also be brainstorm ideas
for club meetings in 2014.

Monthly meeting of the
Meredith Library Computer
Club. A topic is presented
each month with plenty of
time for questions. All are
welcome.
One-on-One Technology
Training-Call the library to
set up an appointment with
Chris to assist you with your
technology needs. Don’t
know how to use your new
Kindle or iPad? Did you get
a confusing new laptop? No
problem! Chris can help you
straighten this out! Appointments book quickly, so call
as soon as possible.

