
Clean Teen Reads* 

(Limited or no sexual content, mild to no profanity and mild to no violence) 

Meredith Public Library, 2020 

 

*This list was compiled from a variety of sources, and may not  

necessarily fit every reader’s definition of a “clean read.” 

 

1. Airborn      by Kenneth Oppel 

 YA FIC OPP 

 Gr 6-10 

 Matt Cruse is a cabin boy on the Aurora, a huge airship that sails hundreds of feet 

above the ocean, ferrying wealthy passengers from city to city. It is the life Matt's 

always wanted; convinced he's lighter than air, he imagines himself as buoyant as the 

hydrium gas that powers his ship. One night he meets a dying balloonist who speaks 

of beautiful creatures drifting through the skies. It is only after Matt meets the 

balloonist's granddaughter that he realizes that the man's ravings may, in fact, have 

been true, and that the creatures are completely real and utterly mysterious. 

 

2. Alcatraz vs. the Evil Librarians By Brandon Sanderson 

 J FIC SAN 

 Gr 3-4 

 On his thirteenth birthday, foster child Alcatraz Smedry gets a bag of sand in the 

mail-his only inheritance from his father and mother. He soon learns that this is no 

ordinary bag of sand. It is quickly stolen by the cult of evil Librarians who are 

taking over the world by spreading misinformation and suppressing truth. Alcatraz 

must stop them, using the only weapon he has: an incredible talent for breaking 

things. 

 

3. The Alchemyst (Series)  by Michael Scott 

 YA FIC SCO 

 Gr 6-9 

 Nicholas Flamel was born in Paris on 28 September 1330. Nearly seven hundred years 

later, he is acknowledged as the greatest Alchemyst of his day. It is said that he 

discovered the secret of eternal life. The records show that he died in 1418. But his 

tomb is empty and Nicholas Flamel lives. The secret of eternal life is hidden within the 

book he protects - the Book of Abraham the Mage. It's the most powerful book that 



has ever existed. In the wrong hands, it will destroy the world. And that's exactly what 

Dr. John Dee plans to do when he steals it. Humankind won't know what's happening 

until it's too late. And if the prophecy is right, Sophie and Josh Newman are the only 

ones with the power to save the world as we know it. Sometimes legends are true. 

And Sophie and Josh Newman are about to find themselves in the middle of the 

greatest legend of all time. 

 

4. Alex Rider (Series)    by Anthony Horowitz 

 YA FIC HOR 

 Gr 7-10 

 They told him his uncle died in an accident. He wasn't wearing his seatbelt, they said. 

But when fourteen-year-old Alex finds his uncle's windshield riddled with bullet holes, 

he knows it was no accident. What he doesn't know yet is that his uncle was killed 

while on a top-secret mission. But he is about to, and once he does, there is no 

turning back. Finding himself in the middle of terrorists, Alex must outsmart the 

people who want him dead. The government has given him the technology, but only 

he can provide the courage. Should he fail, every child in England will be murdered in 

cold blood. 

 

5. Along for the Ride    by Sarah Dessen 

 YA FIC DES 

 Gr 7-12 

 Ever since her parents began fighting, Auden has been unable to sleep at night. Now, 

spending a summer at a charming beach town with her father and his new family, she 

has to find new places to pass the time she spends awake. And so she meets Eli, a 

fellow insomniac who becomes her nighttime guide. Together, they embark on 

parallel quests: for Auden, to experience the carefree teenage life she has missed; for 

Eli, to come to terms with the death of a friend. In her trademark blockbuster-style, 

Sarah Dessen creates a powerful and irresistible story of two people learning how to 

connect. 

 

6. Artemis Fowl (Series)    by Eion Colfer 

 YA FIC COL 

 Gr 5-7 

 Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius—and, above all, a criminal 

mastermind. But even Artemis doesn’t know what he’s taken on when he kidnaps a 



fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit.  These aren’t the fairies of bedtime 

stories; these fairies are armed and dangerous. Artemis thinks he has them right 

where he wants them…but then they stop playing by the rules. 

 

7. Bone (Series)     by Jeff Smith 

 J G BON 

 Gr 3-6 

 The Bone adventures tell the story of a young bone boy, Fone Bone, and his two 

cousins, Phoney Bone and Smiley Bone, who are banned from their homeland of 

Boneville. When the cousins find themselves mysteriously trapped in a wonderful but 

often terrifying land filled with secrets and danger - and special new friendships - they 

are soon caught up in adventures beyond their wildest dreams. 

 

8. Book of Ember    by Jeanne Duprau 

 J FIC DUP 

 Gr 3-7 

 Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain 

everything needed for human survival. It worked…but now the storerooms are 

almost out of food, crops are blighted, corruption is spreading through the city and 

worst of all—the lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by darkness. But 

when two children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient parchment, they 

begin to wonder if there could be a way out of Ember. Can they decipher the words 

from long ago and find a new future for everyone? Will the people of Ember listen to 

them? 

 

9.  Book of a Thousand Days   by Shannon Hale 

 YA FIC HAL 

 Gr 7-12 

 Fifteen-year-old Dashti, sworn to obey her sixteen-year-old mistress, the Lady Saren, 

shares Saren's years of punishment locked in a tower, then brings her safely to the 

lands of her true love, where both must hide who they are as they work as kitchen 

maids. 

 

10.  The Brotherband Chronicles by John Flanagan 

 YA FIC FLA 

 Gr 5-9 



 They are outcasts. Hal, Stig, and the others - they are the boys the others want no part 

of. Skandians, as any reader of Ranger's Apprentice could tell you, are known for their 

size and strength. Not these boys. Yet that doesn't mean they don't have skills. And 

courage - which they will need every ounce of to do battle at sea against the other 

bands, the Wolves and the Sharks, in the ultimate race. The icy waters make for a 

treacherous playing field . . . especially when not everyone thinks of it as playing. 

 

11.  Calvin and Hobbes (Series)   by Bill Watterson 

 J G CAL 

 Gr 1-12 

 Calvin and Hobbes is unquestionably one of the most popular comic strips of all time. 

The imaginative world of a boy and his real-only-to-him tiger was first syndicated in 

1985 and appeared in more than 2,400 newspapers when Bill Watterson retired on 

January 1, 1996. 

 

12.  The Candy Shop War (series) by Brandon Mull 

 J FIC MUL 

 Gr 3-7 

 What if there were a place where you could get magical candy? Four young friends, 

Nate, Summer, Trevor, and Pigeon, are befriended by Belinda White, the owner of a 

new candy shop on Main Street. However, Mrs. White is not an ordinary candy maker. 

Her confections have magical side effects. Purposefully, she invites the kids on a 

special mission to retrieve a hidden talisman under Mt. Diablo Elementary School. 

However, Mrs. White is not the only magician in town in search of the ancient artifact 

rumored to be a fountain of youth. She is aware that Mr. Stott, the not- so- ordinary 

ice cream truck driver, has a few tricks of his own. 

13.  Children of the Lamp (series)  by P.B. Kerr 

 J FIC KER 

 Gr 3-7 

 Meet John and Philippa Gaunt, twelve-year-old twins who one day discover themselves 

to be descended from a long line of djinn. All of a sudden, they have the power to 

grant wishes, travel to extraordinary places (and not necessarily on public 

transportation), and make people and objects disappear. Luckily (and luck does have 

something to do with it), the twins are introduced to their eccentric djinn-Uncle 

Nimrod, who will teach them how to harness their newly found power. And not a 

moment too soon! 

 



14.  Chomp      by Carl Hiaasen 

 YA FIC HIA 

 Gr 5-9 

 When his dad takes a job with a reality TV show called "Expedition Survival!", Wahoo 

figures he'll have to do a bit of wrangling himself—to keep his dad from killing Derek 

Badger, the show's boneheaded star, before the shoot is over. But the job keeps 

getting more complicated. Derek Badger seems to actually believe his PR and insists 

on using wild animals for his stunts. And Wahoo's acquired a shadow named Tuna—a 

girl who's sporting a shiner courtesy of her old man and needs a place to hide out. 

 

15.  The Chronicles of Narnia (series) 

by C.S. Lewis 

 J FIC LEW 

 Gr 3-12 

 They open a door and enter the world of Narnia ... a land frozen in eternal winter ... a 

country waiting to be set free. Four adventurers step through a wardrobe door and 

into the land of Narnia -- a land enslaved by the power of the White Witch. But when 

almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change ... and 

a great sacrifice. 

 

16.  Counting by 7s    By Holly Goldberg Sloan  

 J FIC SLO 

 Gr 4-8 

 Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing 

medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for 

her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her 

from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically 

changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling 

world. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages to push 

through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully believable 

surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

 

17.  Dairy Queen     by Catherine Gilbert Murdock  

 YA FIC MUR 

 Gr 7-12 



 After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for 

her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport 

herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her. 

 

18.  Death Cloud    by Andy Lane 

 YA FIC LAN 

 Gr 7-12 

 It is the summer of 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. On break from boarding 

school, he is staying with eccentric strangers—his uncle and aunt—in their vast house 

in Hampshire. When two local people die from symptoms that resemble the plague, 

Holmes begins to investigate what really killed them, helped by his new tutor, an 

American named Amyus Crowe. So begins Sherlock’s true education in detection, as 

he discovers the dastardly crimes of a brilliantly sinister villain of exquisitely malign 

intent. 

 

19.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid (series) by Jeff Kinney 

 J FIC KIN 

 Gr 2-6 

 Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he and his best 

friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys who need to shave twice daily, hope 

just to survive, but when Rowley grows more popular Greg must take drastic measures 

to save their friendship. 

 

20.  Entwined      by Heather Dixon 

 YA Fic DIX 

 Gr 8-12 

 Azalea is trapped. Just when she should feel that everything is before her . . . beautiful 

gowns, dashing suitors, balls filled with dancing . . . it's taken away. All of it. The 

Keeper understands. He's trapped, too, held for centuries within the walls of the 

palace. And so he extends an invitation. Every night, Azalea and her eleven sisters may 

step through the enchanted passage in their room to dance in his silver forest. But 

there is a cost. The Keeper likes to keep things. Azalea may not realize how tangled 

she is in his web until it is too late. 

 

21.  Fablehaven (series)    By Brandon Mull 

 YA FIC MUL 



 Gr 3-8 

 For centuries mystical creatures of all description were gathered into a hidden 

refuge called Fablehaven to prevent their extinction. The sanctuary survives today 

as one of the last strongholds of true magic. Inside the gated woods, ancient laws 

keep relative order among greedy trolls, mischievous satyrs, plotting witches, 

spiteful imps, and jealous fairies. However, when the rules get broken, powerful 

forces of evil are unleashed, and Kendra and her brother face the greatest 

challenge of their lives.  

 

22.  Fame, Fate, and the First Kiss By Kasie West 

 YA FIC WES 

 Gr 8-9 

 Lacey Barnes has dreamed of being an actress for as long as she can remember. So 

when she gets the opportunity to star in a movie, she doesn’t hesitate to accept the 

part. But Lacey quickly learns that life in the spotlight isn’t as picture perfect as she 

imagined. She’s having trouble bonding with her costars, the guy who her father has 

hired to tutor her, plus somewhere along the way she’s lost her acting mojo. And just 

when it seems like things couldn’t get any worse, it looks like someone on set is 

deliberately trying to sabotage her. With her entire future riding on this movie, Lacey 

knows she can’t afford to get sidetracked by a crush. But for the first time in her life 

Lacey wonders if it’s true that the best stories really do happen when you go off 

script. 

 

23.  Five Kingdoms (series)  By Brandon Mull 

 YA FIC MUL 

 Gr 3-7 

 Cole Randolph was just trying to have a fun time with his friends on Halloween (and 

maybe get to know Jenna Hunt a little better). But when a spooky haunted house 

turns out to be a portal to something much creepier, Cole finds himself in The 

Outskirts. The Outskirts are made up of five kingdoms that lie between wakefulness 

and dreaming, reality and imagination, life and death. It’s an in-between place. Some 

people are born there. Some find their way there from our world, or from other 

worlds. And once you come to the Outskirts, it’s very hard to leave. With the magic of 

the Outskirts starting to unravel, it’s up to Cole and an unusual girl named Mira to 

rescue his friends, set things right in the Outskirts, and hopefully find his way back 

home…before his existence is forgotten. 

 



24.  Flipped      by Wendelin Van Draaden 

 YA FIC VAN 

 Gr 5-9 

 The first time she saw him, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. That was the 

second grade, but not much has changed by the seventh. She says: "My Bryce. Still 

walking around with my first kiss." He says: "It's been six years of strategic avoidance 

and social discomfort." But in the eighth grade everything gets turned upside down. 

And just as he's thinking there's more to her than meets the eye, she's thinking that 

he's not quite all he seemed. 

 

25.  Flush      by Carl Hiaasen 

 YA FIC HIA 

 Gr 5-9 

 Noah's dad has a little problem with anger control. He tried to stop the Coral Queen 

casino boat's illegal dumping . . . by sinking the boat. But his bold protest fizzles: 

within days the casino is back in business, and Noah's dad is behind bars and out of 

action. Now Noah is determined to succeed where his father failed. But even though 

pumping raw sewage into the waters of the Florida Keys is both gross and against the 

law, turns out it's near impossible to catch the flusher—especially when he's already 

bamboozled the prosecutors, the local press, and even the Coast Guard. 

 

26.  Gallagher Girls (series)  by Ally Carter  

 YA FIC CAR 

 Gr 5-9 

 Cammie Morgan is a student at the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young 

Women, a fairly typical all-girls school—that is, if every school taught advanced 

martial arts in PE and the latest in chemical warfare in science, and students 

received extra credit for breaking CIA codes in computer class. The Gallagher 

Academy might claim to be a school for geniuses, but it's really a school for spies. 

Even though Cammie is fluent in fourteen languages and capable of killing a man 

in seven different ways, but can she manage a relationship with someone who can 

never know the truth about her? 

 

27.  The Girl of Fire and Thorns  by Rea Carson 

 YA FIC CAR 

 Gr 8-12 



 Once a century, one person is chosen for greatness. Elisa is the chosen one. But she is 

also the younger of two princesses. The one who has never done anything 

remarkable, and can’t see how she ever will. Now, on her sixteenth birthday, she has 

become the secret wife of a handsome and worldly king—a king whose country is in 

turmoil. A king who needs her to be the chosen one, not a failure of a princess. 

 

28.  The Giver (series)   By Lois Lowry 

 YA FIC LOW 

 Gr 7-9 

 This haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if 

colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given his life 

assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, 

complex secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry has written three 

companion novels to The Giver, including Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

29.  Gone (series)     by Michael Grant 

 YA FIC GRA 

 Gr 8-12 

 In a small town on the coast of California, everyone over the age of fourteen suddenly 

disappears, setting up a battle between the remaining town residents and the 

students from a local private school, as well as those who have "The Power" and are 

able to perform supernatural feats and those who do not. 

 

30.  The Goose Girl     by Shannon Hale 

 YA FIC HAL 

 Gr 5-8 

 Anidori-Kiladra Talianna Isilee, Crown Princess of Kildenree, spends the first years of 

her life under her aunt's guidance learning to communicate with animals. As she 

grows up Ani develops the skills of animal speech, but is never comfortable speaking 

with people, so when her silver-tongued lady-in-waiting leads a mutiny during Ani's 

journey to be married in a foreign land, Ani is helpless and cannot persuade anyone to 

assist her. Becoming a goose girl for the king, Ani eventually uses her own special, 

nearly magical powers to find her way to her true destiny. Shannon Hale has woven an 

incredible, original and magical tale of a girl who must find her own unusual talents 

before she can become queen of the people she has made her own. 

 

31.  The Heir Chronicles (series)  By Cinda Williams Chima 



 YA FIC CHI 

 Gr 4-8 

 16-year-old Jack has lived an unremarkable life. Only the medicine he has to take daily 

and the thick scar above his heart set him apart from the other high schoolers. Then 

one day Jack skips his medicine. Suddenly, he is stronger, fiercer, and more confident 

than ever before. And it feels great - until he loses control of his own strength and 

nearly kills another player during soccer team tryouts. Soon, Jack learns the startling 

truth about himself: he is Weirlind, part of an underground society of magical people 

who live among us. As if his bizarre heritage isn't enough, Jack finds out that he's not 

just another member of Weirlind - he's one of the last of the warriors - at a time when 

both houses are scouting for a player. 

32.  Heist Society     by Ally Carter 

 YA FIC CAR 

 Gr 6-10 

 For as long as she can remember, Katarina has been a part of the family business-

thieving. When Kat tries to leave "the life" for a normal life, her old friend Hale 

conspires to bring her back into the fold. Why? A mobsters art collection has been 

stolen, and Kats father is the only suspect. Caught between Interpol and a far more 

deadly enemy, Kats dad needs her help. The only solution is to find the paintings and 

steal them back. Kats got two weeks, a teenage crew, and hopefully enough talent to 

pull off the biggest heist in her familys history-and, with any luck, steal her life back 

along the way.  

 

33.  Hoot      by Carl Hiaasen 

 YA FIC HIA 

 Gr 5-9 

 Unfortunately, Roy’s first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known 

bully. Then again, if Dana hadn’t been sinking his thumbs into Roy’s temples and 

mashing his face against the school-bus window, Roy might never have spotted the 

running boy. And the running boy is intriguing: he was running away from the school 

bus, carried no books, and–here’s the odd part–wore no shoes. Sensing a mystery, Roy 

sets himself on the boy’s trail. The chase introduces him to potty-trained alligators, a 

fake-fart champion, some burrowing owls, a renegade eco-avenger, and several 

extremely poisonous snakes with unnaturally sparkling tails. Roy has most definitely 

arrived in Carl Hiaasen’s Florida. 

 

34.  If I Stay      by Gayle Forman 



 YA FIC FOR 

 Gr 8-12 

 In a single moment, everything changes. Seventeen year- old Mia has no memory of 

the accident; she can only recall riding along the snow-wet Oregon road with her 

family. Then, in a blink, she finds herself watching as her own damaged body is taken 

from the wreck... 

 

35.  Incarceron     by Catherine Fisher 

 YA FIC FIS 

 Gr 7-12 

 Incarceron is a prison so vast that it contains not only cells, but also metal forests, 

dilapidated cities, and vast wilderness. Finn, a seventeen-year-old prisoner, has no 

memory of his childhood and is sure that he came from Outside Incarceron. Finn finds 

a crystal key that allows him to communicate with a girl named Claudia. She claims to 

live Outside- she is the daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, and doomed to an 

arranged marriage. Finn is determined to escape the prison, and Claudia believes she 

can help him. But they don't realize that there is more to Incarceron than meets the 

eye. Escape will take their greatest courage and cost more than they know. 

 

36.  The Invention of Hugo Cabret  by Brian Selznick 

 J FIC SEL 

 Gr 3-7 

 ORPHAN, CLOCK KEEPER, AND THIEF, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, 

where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly 

interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in 

the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. 

A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a 

hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender, 

and spellbinding mystery. 

 

37.  Legend (Series)    by Marie Lu  

 YA FIC LU 

 Gr 7-12 

 What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation 

perpetually at war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's 

wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in 



the Republic's highest military circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the 

country's most wanted criminal. But his motives may not be as malicious as they 

seem. From very different worlds, June and Day have no reason to cross paths--until 

the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. 

Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his family's survival, 

while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, the two 

uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths 

their country will go to keep its secrets. 

 

38.  Leviathan (Series)   by Scott Westerfeld  

 YA FIC WES 

 Gr 6-10 

 It is the cusp of World War I, and all the European powers are arming up. The Austro-

Hungarians and Germans have their Clankers, steam-driven iron machines loaded with 

guns and ammunition. The British Darwinists employ fabricated animals as their 

weaponry. Their Leviathan is a whale airship, and the most masterful beast in the 

British fleet. Aleksandar Ferdinand, prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, is on the 

run. His own people have turned on him. His title is worthless. All he has is a battle-

torn Stormwalker and a loyal crew of men. Deryn Sharp is a commoner, a girl 

disguised as a boy in the British Air Service. She's a brilliant airman. But her secret is in 

constant danger of being discovered. With the Great War brewing, Alek's and Deryn's 

paths cross in the most unexpected way...taking them both aboard the Leviathan on a 

fantastical, around-the-world adventure. One that will change both their lives forever. 

 

39.  London Eye Mystery    by Siobhan Dowd 

 J FIC DOW 

 YA Fic DOW 

 Gr 3-7 

 Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim board the London Eye. But after half an hour 

it landed and everyone trooped off–except Salim. Where could he have gone? How on 

earth could he have disappeared into thin air? Ted and his older sister, Kat, become 

sleuthing partners, since the police are having no luck. Despite their prickly 

relationship, they overcome their differences to follow a trail of clues across London 

in a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, whose 

brain works in its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery. This is an 

unput-downable spine-tingling thriller–a race against time. 

 



40.  Lunar Chronicles (series)  By Marissa Meyer 

 YA FIC MEY 

 Gr 7-9 

 Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague 

ravages the population. From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to 

make their move. No one knows that Earth's fate hinges on one girl. Cinder, a 

gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class citizen with a mysterious past, 

reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister's illness. But when her 

life becomes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she suddenly finds 

herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. 

Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover 

secrets about her past in order to protect her world's future. 

 

41.  Matched (series)   By Ally Condie 

 YA FIC CON 

 Gr 7-12 

 In the Society, officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When you die. 

Cassia has always trusted their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long life, 

the perfect job, the ideal mate. So when her best friend appears on the Matching 

screen, Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is the one…until she sees 

another face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. Now Cassia is 

faced with impossible choices: between the only life she’s known and a path no 

one else has ever dared follow—between perfection and passion. 

 

42.  Maze Runner (Series)   by James Dashner 

 YA FIC DAS 

 Gr 7-12 

 When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. 

His memory is blank. But he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds 

himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to the Glade—a large, open expanse 

surrounded by stone walls. Just like Thomas, the Gladers don’t know why or how they 

got to the Glade. All they know is that every morning the stone doors to the maze 

that surrounds them have opened. Every night they’ve closed tight. And every thirty 

days a new boy has been delivered in the lift. Thomas was expected. But the next day, 

a girl is sent up—the first girl to ever arrive in the Glade. And more surprising yet is 

the message she delivers. Thomas might be more important than he could ever guess. 

If only he could unlock the dark secrets buried within his mind. 



 

43.  Michael Vey (series)   By Richard Paul Evans 

 YA FIC EVA 

 Gr 7-9 

 To everyone at Meridian High School, Michael Vey is an ordinary fourteen-year-old. In 

fact, the only thing that seems to set him apart is the fact that he has Tourette’s 

syndrome. But Michael is anything but ordinary. Michael has special powers. Electric 

powers. Michael thinks he's unique until he discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor 

also has special powers. With the help of Michael’s friend, Ostin, the three of them set 

out to discover how Michael and Taylor ended up this way, but their investigation 

brings them to the attention of a powerful group who wants to control the electric 

children – and through them the world. 

 

44.  My Life in Pink and Green   by Lisa Greenwald 

 YA FIC GRE 

 Gr 5-10 

 Twelve-year-old Lucy Desberg is a natural problem solver. After the local homecoming 

queen shows up at her family’s struggling drugstore with a beauty disaster that Lucy 

helps to fix, Lucy has a long line of makeover customers for every school dance and 

bat mitzvah. But all the makeup tips in the world won’t help save the pharmacy. If 

only she could find a way to make the pharmacy the center of town again—a place 

where people want to spend time, like in the old days. Lucy dreams up a solution that 

could resuscitate the family business and help the environment, too. But will Lucy’s 

family stop fighting long enough to listen to a seventh-grader? 

 

45.  Number the Stars    by Lois Lowry 

 YA FIC LOW 

 J Fic LOW 

 Gr 4-7 

 In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns 

how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the 

Nazis. 

 

46.  Percy Jackson and the Olympians (Series)  by Rick Riordan  

 YA FIC RIO 

 YA G PER 

 Gr 4-10 



 Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned into a monster and tried to kill 

him, and when Percy's mom finds out, she knows it's time that he knew the truth 

about where he came from. So she sends him to the one place he'll be safe: Camp Half 

Blood, a summer camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns that the father 

he never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and together with 

his friends Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to reach the gates of the 

Underworld and prevent a catastrophic war between the gods. 

 

47.  Princess Academy    by Shannon Hale 

 YA FIC HAL 

 Gr 4-7 

 While attending a strict academy for potential princesses with the other girls from her 

mountain village, fourteen-year-old Miri discovers unexpected talents and connections 

to her homeland. 

 

48.  The Princess Diaries (Series) by Meg Cabot 

 YA FIC CAB 

 Gr 8-12 

 Fourteen-year-old Mia, who is trying to lead a normal life as a teenage girl in New York 

City, is shocked to learn that her father is the Prince of Genovia, a small European 

principality, and that she is a princess and the heir to the throne. 

 

49.  The Ranger’s Apprentice (series) 

By John Flanagan 

 YA FIC FLA 

 Gr 5-6 

 The villagers believe the Rangers practice magic that makes them invisible to ordinary 

people. And now 15-year-old Will, always small for his age, has been chosen as a 

Ranger's apprentice. What he doesn't yet realize is that the Rangers are the protectors 

of the kingdom. Highly trained in the skills of battle and surveillance, they fight the 

battles before the battles reach the people. And as Will is about to learn, there is a 

large battle brewing… 

 

50.  Scat      by Carl Hiaasen 

 YA FIC HIA 

 Gr 5-9 



 Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate when a mysterious fire starts near a 

Florida wildlife preserve and an unpopular teacher goes missing. 

 

51.  Scorpio Races     by Maggie Stiefvater 

 YA FIC STI 

 Gr 8-12 

 Some race to win. Others race to survive. It happens at the start of every November: 

the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of their water horses long enough to 

make it to the finish line. Some riders live. Others die. At age nineteen, Sean Kendrick 

is the returning champion. He is a young man of few words, and if he has any fears, he 

keeps them buried deep, where no one else can see them. Puck Connolly is different. 

She never meant to ride in the Scorpio Races. But fate hasn't given her much of a 

choice. So she enters the competition - the first girl ever to do so. She is in no way 

prepared for what is going to happen. 

 

52.  The Selection (series)  by Kiera Kass  

 YA FIC CAS 

 Gr 8-9 

 For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. To be swept up in a world 

of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. To live in a palace and compete for the heart 

of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It 

means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her. 

Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she doesn't want. Living 

in a palace that is constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks. Then America meets 

Prince Maxon. Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—

and realizes that the life she's always dreamed of may not compare to a future she 

never imagined. 

 

53.  Seraphina     by Rachel Hartman 

 YA FIC HAR 

 Gr 7-12 

 Four decades of peace have done little to ease the mistrust between humans and 

dragons in the kingdom of Goredd. Folding themselves into human shape, dragons 

attend court as ambassadors, and lend their rational, mathematical minds to 

universities as scholars and teachers. As the treaty's anniversary draws near, however, 

tensions are high. 

 



54.  A Series of Unfortunate Events (series)  

by Lemony Snicket 

 J FIC SNI 

 Gr 4-8 

 After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend 

on each other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is 

appointed their guardian is determined to use any means necessary to get their 

fortune. 

 

55.  Silence     by Deborah Lytton 

 J FIC LYT 

 Gr 7-12 

 Stella is a vivacious teen with a deep yearning to become an accomplished 

Broadway musical star. Her dreams are shattered when a freak accident renders 

her deaf. Struggling mightily to communicate in a world of total silence, she meets 

Hayden who has such a pronounced stutter she can easily read his lips because he 

speaks so slowly. Communication leads to connection and an unexpected romance 

as they learn from each other and discover their own ways to overcome setbacks, 

find renewed purpose and recognize their true voice. 

 

56.  The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants (series)  

by Ann Brashares 

 YA FIC BRA 

 Gr 7-10 

 Carmen got the jeans at a thrift shop. They didn’t look all that great: they were worn, 

dirty, and speckled with bleach. On the night before she and her friends part for the 

summer, Carmen decides to toss them. Lena decides that they should all try them on. 

Nobody knows why, but the pants fit everyone perfectly. Over a few bags of cheese 

puffs, they decide to form a sisterhood and take the vow of the Sisterhood of the 

Traveling Pants . . . the next morning, they say good-bye. And then the journey of the 

pants — and the most memorable summer of their lives — begins. 

 

57.  Smile (series)    by Raina Telgemeier 

 J G SMI 

 Gr 3-7 



 Eleven-year-old Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after a trip-

and-fall mishap, she injures her two front teeth, and what follows is a long and 

frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, corrective surgery, embarrassing 

headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, there's 

still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out 

to be not so friendly. 

 

58.  Stargirl (series)    by Jerry Spinelli 

 YA FIC SPI 

 Gr 7-12 

 Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the 

hallways hum with the murmur of "Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo Borlock's heart 

with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The 

students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl is 

suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and 

desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: 

normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a 

tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity and the thrill and inspiration of 

first love. 

 

59.  Steelheart (series)    by Brandon Sanderson 

 YA FIC SAN 

 Gr 7-9 

 Ten years ago, Calamity came. It was a burst in the sky that gave ordinary men and 

women extraordinary powers. The awed public started calling them Epics. But 

Epics are no friend of man. With incredible gifts came the desire to rule. And to 

rule man you must crush his will. Nobody fights the Epics...nobody but the 

Reckoners, who spend their lives studying Epics, finding their weaknesses, and 

then assassinating them. And David wants in. He wants Steelheart — the Epic who 

is said to be invincible. The Epic who killed David's father. For years, David's been 

studying, and planning — and he has something they need. Not an object, but an 

experience. He's seen Steelheart bleed. And he wants revenge. 

 

60.  The Statistical Probability of Love at First Sight   

by Jennifer E. Smith 

 YA FIC SMI 



 Gr 7-10 

 Today should be one of the worst days of seventeen-year-old Hadley Sullivan's life. 

Having missed her flight, she's stuck at JFK airport and late to her father's second 

wedding, which is taking place in London and involves a soon-to-be stepmother 

Hadley's never even met. Then she meets the perfect boy in the airport's cramped 

waiting area. His name is Oliver, he's British, and he's sitting in her row. A long night 

on the plane passes in the blink of an eye, and Hadley and Oliver lose track of each 

other in the airport chaos upon arrival. Can fate intervene to bring them together 

once more? 

 

61.  39 Clues (Series)    by Various Authors 

 J FIC THI 

 Gr 4-7 

 Grace is the last matriarch of the Cahills, the world's most powerful family. Everyone 

from Napoleon to Houdini is related to the Cahills, yet the source of the family power 

is lost. 39 clues hidden around the world will reveal the family's secret, but no one has 

been able to assemble them. Now the clues race is on, and young Amy and Dan must 

decide what's important: hunting clues or uncovering what REALLY happened to their 

parents. 

 

62.  The Tiger’s Curse (series)  By Colleen Houck 

 YA FIC HOU 

 Gr 7-9 

 The last thing Kelsey Hayes thought she’d be doing this summer was trying to break a 

300-year-old Indian curse. With a mysterious white tiger named Ren. Halfway around 

the world. But that’s exactly what happened. Face-to-face with dark forces, 

spellbinding magic, and mystical worlds where nothing is what it seems, Kelsey risks 

everything to piece together an ancient prophecy that could break the curse forever. 

 

63.  The Time Quintet (series)  by Madeline L’Engle 

 YA FIC LEN 

 YA G WRI 

 Gr 6-12 

 Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when 

he mysteriously disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and 

Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the forces of evil they will 

encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 



 

64.  The Unwanteds     by Lisa McMann 

 YA FIC MCM 

 Gr 3-7 

 Every year in Quill, thirteen-year-olds are sorted into categories: the strong, intelligent 

Wanteds go to university, and the artistic Unwanteds are sent to their deaths. Upon 

arrival at the destination where he expected to be eliminated, however, Alex 

discovers a stunning secret— behind the mirage of the "death farm" there is instead a 

place called Artime. In Artime, each child is taught to cultivate their creative abilities 

and learn how to use them magically.  

 

65.  Wednesday Wars    by Gary Schmidt 

 YA FIC SCH 

 Gr 5-9 

 Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend 

Wednesday afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has 

religious instruction. His father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best 

behavior: the success of his business depends on it. But how can Holling stay out of 

trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully demanding cream puffs; angry 

rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the very same night Holling has to appear 

in a play in yellow tights! As fate sneaks up on him again and again, Holling finds 

Motivation—the Big M—in the most unexpected places and musters up the courage to 

embrace his destiny, in spite of himself. 

 

66.  When You Reach Me    by Rebecca Stead 

 YA FIC STE 

 Gr 3-7 

 By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, Sal, know how to navigate their New York 

City neighborhood. They know where it's safe to go, and they know who to avoid. But 

things start to unravel. Sal gets punched by a kid on the street for what seems like no 

reason, and he shuts Miranda out of his life. The apartment key that Miranda's mom 

keeps hidden for emergencies is stolen. And then a mysterious note arrives, scrawled 

on a tiny slip of paper. The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that 

whoever is leaving them knows things no one should know. Each message brings her 

closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note makes 

her think she's too late. 



 

67.  Wings (series)    by Aprilynne Pike 

 YA FIC PIK 

 Gr 8-9 

 Laurel was mesmerized, staring at the pale things. They were terrifyingly beautiful; 

too beautiful for words. Laurel turned to the mirror again, her eyes on the hovering 

petals that floated beside her head. They looked almost like wings. Laurel's life is the 

very definition of normal . . . until the morning when she wakes up to discover a 

flower blooming from her back. As it turns out, nothing in Laurel's life is what it 

seems. Now, with the help of an alluring faerie sentry who holds the key to her true 

past, Laurel must race to save her human family from the centuries-old faerie enemies 

who walk among them. 

 

68.  Wings of Fire (series)   by Tui T. Sutherland  

 J FIC SUT 

 J G WIN 

 Gr 3-7 

 The seven dragon tribes have been at war for generations, locked in an endless battle 

over an ancient, lost treasure. A secret movement called the Talons of Peace is 

determined to bring an end to the fighting, with the help of a prophecy -- a 

foretelling that calls for great sacrifice. Five dragonets are collected to fulfill the 

prophecy, raised in a hidden cave and enlisted, against their will, to end the terrible 

war. But not every dragonet wants a destiny. And when the select five escape their 

underground captors to look for their original homes, what has been unleashed on 

the dragon world may be far more than the revolutionary planners intended. 

 

69.  Wonder      by R.J. Palacio 

 J FIC PAL 

 Gr 3-7 

 August Pullman was born with a facial deformity , and is about to start 5th grade at 

Beecher Prep, where he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—

but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. The story begins 

from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her 

boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s 

struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.  


