
Library Improvements Feasibility Committee 
Meeting August 17, 2017 
Meredith Library 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5 PM 
 
Present: Committee Members Jack Carty, Pam Coburn, Jonathan James, Andy Lane, Chairperson 
Jim McFarlin, Rusty McLear, Ray Moritz, Jeanie Forrester Ed Touhey and Paula Wanzer, 
alternate 
Also present:  Erin Apostolos, Library Director 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Invited Guests:  Christopher Williams, Architect and associate; Ward D’Elia, Architect and 
associate; Sonya Misiazck of Misiaszck-Turpin Architecture and associates 
 
• Also attending were Ann Butler, Library Trustee and members of the public 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Andy Lane at 4:03 PM 
 
Announcements:  Andy announced that members of our committee have been invited to the 
Interlakes School Board meeting on August 22.  They wish to discuss the possibility of shared 
parking (Humiston Building lot). 
 
Note:  The presentations noted below assume the acquisition of the Price property on High 
Street and the preservation of the Benjamin Smith Building which is listed on the State of 
New Hampshire and National Historic Registries.  Also, one-way traffic flow from Main 
Street with a two-way entrance/exit off High Street is assumed.  All three architects outlined 
the construction phases they would employ so that library services would not be interrupted 
while work is underway. Cost estimates are very preliminary and vary in total square 
footage, anticipated site work, contingency fees, materials, etc. 
 
Chris Williams Architects 
 
Chris Williams was introduced to present his conceptual design of an addition to the current 
library.  He highlighted the firms experience in historical preservation, with engineering 
specialists and with library professionals  with whom he would consult.  He spoke to issues 
including the evaluation of existing condition; the attempt to achieve net zero energy efficiency in 
new construction (85% in renovated areas); integrated design; solar panels; A/C heat pump 
system; fossil fuel back-up system, etc.  His plan called for a new main entrance; a one-way drive 
off Main Street; a possible rear entrance;  sidewalks and 35 parking spaces.  His design included a 
central multi- purpose open space inside the new entrance and in and around the circulation desk; 
first floor meeting rooms; periodical room; special collection room and scattered reading spaces.  
A monumental staircase would rise from the two story central lobby area to the second floor 
where spaces will be allotted for children and teens.  A possible bridge over the main entrance 
would connect to a two story addition situated to the rear of the present building.  This space with 
exposure to the southwest will have good solar potential and consist of reading areas and six 
small meeting rooms.  All levels will be served by an elevator. The historical façade will be 
preserved.  The lower level might be used for a library store.  Thirty-five parking spaces are 
provided for.  The suggested cost estimate for this design is approximately $4.2M 
 



Question:  How much unusable space will exist in this design?  (not answered). 
 
 
Ward D’Elia, Architects 
 
Ward D’Elia was introduced to present his conceptual design of an addition to the current library. 
He began with describing how he would bring people in from Main Street with a walkway 
leading to a terraced gathering area in front of the historic building entrance.  The drive from 
Main Street would be one-way rising to a new library drop-off entrance with parking to the rear.  
New construction to the rear would be level with the first and second floors of the historic 
building.  All entrance to the building will be at this level.  A covered handicapped accessible 
ramp will lead from h/c parking.  The lowest level in the 1988 addition will remain as is. The new 
entrance will be open core space around the circulation desk with convenient access to the 
historic building, the new addition and the elevator.   A central elevator will serve all levels 
except the current children’s room that will be administrative space.  The basement of the historic 
building will continue to be for storage and utilities.  The new construction will be approximately 
3,800 square feet.  Net zero energy efficiency “is not possible’ but every attempt will be made to 
approach it.  Solar panels are planned.  Twenty-one parking spaces are provided for.  The 
suggested cost estimate for this design is approximately $3.7M 
 
Misiaszck-Turpin Architectural and associates 
 
Sonya Misiaszck presented three conceptual designs for an addition to and renovations of 
the existing library.  She noted the importance of historical research they would do and 
have done.  She discussed the existing conditions of the building including its multi-
levels and the need for either six or three level accessible elevators.  She discussed 
ventilation needs; the use of roof units; the need of two boilers for heat by oil; fire 
retardant walls and sprinklers; generating capacity; transformers and an alarm system. 
 
Option A 
This option included a small addition/entrance on the Main Street side of the building. A 
three level addition to the rear of the building would have a large meeting room on the 
first floor.  The upper level of the addition would house a childrens’ room and flexible 
space.  The lower level would include stack areas and study rooms. A teen room would 
be in the current administrative area on the first floor of the Smith building.  The main 
entrance would be close to where it is now at the rear of the building with direct access to 
the large meeting/community room.  An amphitheater would be located outside the 
current meeting room on the Main Street side.  There would be 31 parking spaces plus 4 
handicap spaces.  The, elevator would be a six stop elevator.  The approximate cost of 
this design would be $2,865,375. .  Total square footage:  13,875 
 
 
Option B 
This option would involve raising floor levels and adding new space at the south corner 
of the historic building with a covered drive-through. A new entrance will be located on 
the south side of the historic building with immediate elevator access. Above the drive-
though would be the teen room while along side of the drive through will be the 
children’s room.  The present fiction room would become a community meeting room 



with stacks on the level below.  The upper level of the 1988 addition would be staff  work 
area and space for Friends of the Library. The current basement level of the historic 
building would be devoted to study, lounge and computer areas. The teen and children’s 
areas are somewhat off on their own. The usage of the main floor of the historic building 
is only slightly changed. The approximate cost of this design would be $2,924,500.  Total 
square footage:  13,960 
 
Option C 
This option calls for demolishing all but the historic building.  A substantial addition 
would be built on the north side of the historic building extending along the boundary 
with the Baptist Church.  The main (rear) entrance would be close to where it is now with 
a separate entrance into a large community room located on the main level of the 
addition.  The main entrance would serve as a central core.  The teen and children’s space 
would be on the lower level of the addition.  The upper level of the addition would be 
predominately stacks with some staff area.  The current basement level of the historic 
building would be devoted to study, lounge and computer areas. The approximate cost of 
this design would be $3,045,000.  Total square footage:  13,355 
 
It was decided to deliberate on  what we had learned today at our next meeting on August 
24th at 5 PM in the library meeting room. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ed Touhey 
Secretary 


