
Library Feasibility Study Committee 
Minutes of December 7, 2017 
 
Meeting called to order:  5:01 PM 
 
Committee Members Present:  Jonathan James, Vice-Chairman of the Select Board and Ray Moritz, 
Chairman of the Select Board, Pam Coburn, Trustee, Jim McFarlin, Trustee, Jack Carty, Andy Lane, 
Chairman of the LFSC, Jeanie Forrester, Rusty McLear,  Ed Touhey and Paula Wanzer (Alternate) 
 
Guests:  Ann Butler, Chairperson of the Library Board of Trustees, Trustees Betty Strader, Paul Eldridge 
and Bonnie Ireland and Erin Apostolos, Library Director 
 
The minutes of the November 30, 2017 meeting as amended were accepted by a unanimous vote.  There 
were three abstentions. 
 
There was lengthy discussion about the extent of the charge to the committee commissioned by the Select 
Board and the Trustees and the statutes governing actions taken by the Select Board and the Trustees in 
matters regarding the library.  This was followed by a review and discussion of recent events leading up to 
today. 
 
On October 30, the Library Feasibility Study Committee presented their final report to the Select Board, the 
Library Board of Trustees and the public at the Meredith Community Center. 
 
On November 14, the Meredith Public Library Trustees voted unanimously that   “ It’s feasible to 
keep the library at its current main street location providing the abutting Price property can be 
purchased”.   
 
On Thursday, November 30th, the Trustees informed the Library Feasibility Study Committee that 
while they endorsed the work of the committee relative to the purchase of land for additional 
parking and its determination of site feasibility, they did not support the committee’s choice of 
architect, the proposed design, space allocation, cost estimates, etc. which were included in the 
committee’s recommendations to the Select Board, the Trustees and the public on October 29.  
 
The Trustees indicated that they intend to engage the professional services of Christopher 
Williams, Architect and have sufficient funds to do so. 
 
The Library Feasibility Study Committee, exclusive of the two library trustees and the committee’s 
alternate delegate, expressed its disappointment at the Trustees’ proposed plan of action and the 
timing of this revelation to the committee, the Select Board and the public.  These committee 
members felt that such action by the Trustees was ill advised and would likely threaten the entire 
project.  They felt that such action at this time undercuts the workings of the committee and sends 
a message of “division” to the community. 
 
In light of the fact that this committee has completed its work having presented its report to the 
Select Board and the Library Trustees, a motion was made to dissolve.  The vote was 
unanimous.  (Coburn/McLear)  Meeting adjourned:  6:44 PM 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Ed Touhey, 
Secretary  
 
 


